
Core Literature for “Selected Topics in Political Sociology: Mass Attitudes to European 
Integration” (Fall semester 2009) 
 
 
September 14: Legitimacy and the concept of political support by David Easton 
 
Easton, David (1975): A Re-Assessment of the Concept of Political Support, in: British 

Journal of Political Science 5: 435-458. 
Lipset, Seymour Martin (1983 [1959]): Political Man. The Social Bases of Politics, London: 

Heinemann 64-70. 
 
September 21: Explaining mass attitudes on European integration 
 
Cichowski, Rachel A. (2000): Western dreams, and Eastern realities. Support for the European 

Union in Central and Eastern Europe, in: Comparative Political Studies 33: 1243-1278. 
Hooghe, Liesbet/Marks, Gary (2005): Calculation, community, and cues: public opinion on 

European integration, in: European Union Politics 6: 421-445. 
McLaren, Lauren M. (2002): Public support for the European Union: cost/benefit analysis or 

perceived cultural threat?, in: Journal of Politics 64: 551-566. 
McLaren, Lauren M. (2006): Identity, Interests and Attitudes to European Integration, 

Houndmills et al: Palgrave Macmilla: 1-20. 
 
September 28: The Erosion of the ‘permissive consensus’ – debating causes and 
consequences 
 
Eichenberg, Richard C./Dalton, Russell J. (2007): Post-Maastricht Blues: The Transformation 

of Citizen Support for European Integration, 1973-2004, in: Acta Politica 42: 128-152. 
Fuchs, Dieter/Magni-Berton, Raul/Roger, Antoine (2009): European Cleavage, 

Euroscepticism and Support of the EU: A Conceptual Discussion, in: Fuchs, Dieter/Magni-
Berton, Raul/Roger, Antoine (eds.), Euroscepticism. Images of Europe among mass 
publics and political elites, Opladen/Farmington Hills, MI.: Barbara Budrich Publishers: 9-
32. 

Hooghe, Liesbet/Marks, Gary (2009): A Postfunctionalist Theory of European Integration: 
From Permissive Consensus to Constraining Dissensus, in: British Journal of Political 
Science 39: 1-23. 

McLaren, Lauren M. (2007): Explaining Mass-Level Euroscepticism: Identity, Interests, and 
Institutional Distrust, in: Acta Politica 42: 233-251. 

 
October 5: Designing Research in Political Science: theory, data, the question of 
relevance and some problems of comparative opinion research 
 
Curtice, John (2009): Comparative Opinion Surveys, in: Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, 

Hans-Dieter (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Oxford/New York: 
Oxford University Press: 896-909. 

Gschwend, Thomas/Schimmelfennig, Frank (2007): Introduction: Designing Research in 
Political Science – A Dialogue between Theory and Data, in: Gschwend, 
Thomas/Schimmelfennig, Frank (eds.), Research Design in Political Science. How to 
Practice What They Preach, Houndmills et al. Palgrave Macmillan: 1-18. 

Lehnert, Matthias/Miller, Bernhard/Wonka, Arndt (2007): Increasing the Relevance of 
Research Questions: Considerations on Theoretical and Social Relevance in Political 
Science, in: Gschwend, Thomas/Schimmelfennig, Frank (eds.), Research Design in 
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Political Science. How to Practice What They Preach, Houndmills et al. Palgrave 
Macmillan: 21-38. 

Wonka, Arndt (2007): Concept Specification in Political Science Research, in: Gschwend, 
Thomas/Schimmelfennig, Frank (eds.), Research Design in Political Science. How to 
Practice What They Preach, Houndmills et al. Palgrave Macmillan: 41-61. 

 
 
------ Selection of additional literature---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Anderson, Chris/Reichert, M. Shawn (1996): Economic benefits and support for membership 

in the EU: a cross-national analysis, in: Journal of Public Policy 15: 231-249. 
Anderson, Christopher J./Kaltenthaler, Karl C. (1996): The dynamics of public opinion 

toward European integration, 1973-93, in: European Journal of International Relations 2: 
175-199. 

Bach, Maurizo/Lahusen, Christian/Vobruba, Georg (2006): The problem of the European 
Union: Political integration leaving out Society, in: Bach, Maurizo/Lahusen, 
Christian/Vobruba, Georg (eds.), Europe in Motion. Social Dynamics and Political 
Institutions in an Enlarging Europe, Berlin: edition sigma: 7-10. 

Beetham, David (ed.) (1994): Defining and Measuring Democracy, London: Sage. 
Beetham, David/Lord, Christopher (1998): Legitimacy and the EU, London/New York: 

Longman. 
Brady, Henry E./Collier, David (eds.) (2004): Rethinking Social Inquiry. Diverse Tools, 

Shared Standards, Lanham et al.: Rowman & Littlefield. 
Bruter, Miachael (2005): Citizens of Europe? The Emergence of a Mass European Identity, 

Houndmills u.a.: Palgrave Macmillan 
Çftíçí, Sabri (2005): Treaties, Collective Responses and the Determinants of Aggregate 

Support for European Integration, in: European Union Politics 6 (4): 469-492. 
Crombez, Christophe (2003): The Democratic Deficit in the European Union. Much Ado 

about Nothing?, in: European Union Politics 4: 101-120. 
Dahl, Robert A. (1998): On Democracy, New Haven/London: Yale University Press. 
Díez Medrano, Juan (2003): Framing Europe. Attitudes to European Integration in Germany, 

Spain, and the United Kingdom, Princeton/Oxford: Princeton University Press. 
Niedermayer, Oskar/Sinnott, Richard (eds.) (1995): Public opinion and internationalized 

governance. Beliefs in government 2, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 
Easton, David (1965): A Systems Analysis of Political Life, New York et al.: John Wiley and 

Sons. 
Easton, David (1979): A Systems Analysis of Political Life, 2nd ed., Chicago/London: The 

University of Chicago Press. 
Eriksen, Erik Oddvar/Fossum, John Erik (2004): Europe in Search for Legitimacy: Strategies 

of Legitimation Assessed, in: International Political Science Review 25: 435-459. 
Franklin, Mark/van der Eijk, Cees (2007): The Sleeping Giant: Potential for Political 

Mobilization of Disaffection in Europe, in: van der Brug, Wouter/van der Eijk, Cees (eds.), 
European Elections and Domestic Politics: Lessons from the Past and Scenarios for the 
Future, Notre Dame, Ind.: 189-208. 

Gabel, Matthew (1998): Economic integration and mass politics: market liberalization and 
public attitudes in the European Union, in: American Journal of Political Science 42: 936-
953. 

Gabel, Matthew (1998): Interests and integration: market liberalization, public opinion, and 
European Union, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

Gabel, Matthew (1998): Public support for European Integration: an em¬pirical test of five 
theories, in: Journal of Politics 60: 333-354. 
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Gabel, Matthew/Palmer, Harvey D. (1995): Understanding variation in public support for 
European integration, in: European Journal of Political Research 27: 3-19. 

Gabel, Matthew/Whitten, Guy (1997): Economic conditions, economic perceptions, and 
public support for European Integration, in: Political Behaviour 19: 81-96. 

Goodhart, Michael (2007): Europe’s Democratic Deficits through the Looking Glass: The 
European Union as a Challenge for Democracy, in: Perspectives on Politics 5: 567-584. 

Hooghe, Liesbet (2003): Europe divided? Elites vs. public opinion on European Integration, 
in: European Union Politics 4: 281-304. 

Hooghe, Liesbet (2007): What Drives Euroskepticism? Party-Public Cueing, Ideology and 
Strategic Opportunity, in: European Union Politics 8: 5-12. 

Inglehart, Ronald (1970): Public Opinion and Regional Integration, in: International 
Organization 24: 764-795. 

Inglehart, Ronald (1977): Long-Term Trends in Mass Support for European Unification, in: 
Government and Opposition 12: 150-177. 

Karp, Jeffrey/Banducci, Susan/Bowler, Shaun (2003): To Know is to Love it? Satisfaction 
with Democracy in the European Union, in: Comparative Political Studies 36 (3): 271-292. 

Kersbergen, Kees van (2000): Political allegiance and European integration, in: European 
Journal of Political Research 37: 1-17. 

King, Gary/Leohane, Robert O./Verba, Sidney (1994): Designing Social Inquiry. Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research, Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Lindberg, Leon N./Scheingold, Stuart A. (1970): Europe’s would-be polity: patterns of change 
in the European community, Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 

Lodge, Juliet (1994): Transparency and democratic legitimacy, in: Journal of Common 
Market Studies 32: 343-368. 

Lord, Christopher (2001): Assessing democracy in a contested polity, in: Journal of Common 
Market Studies 39: 641-661. 

Lord, Christopher (2007): Contested Meanings, Democracy Assessment and the European 
Union, in: Comparative European Politics 5: 70-86. 

McLaren, Lauren M. (2004): Opposition to European Integration and Fear of Loss of National 
Identity: Debunking a Basic Assumption Regarding Hostility to the Integration Project, in: 
European Journal of Political Research 43: 895-911. 

McLaren, Lauren M. (2006): Identity, Interests and Attitudes to European Integration, 
Houndmills et al.: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Mény, Yves (2003): De la démocratie en Europe: old concepts and new challenges, in: Weiler, 
Joseph H.H./Begg, Iain/Peterson, John (eds.), Integration in an expanding European Union: 
reassessing the fundamentals, Oxford: Blackwell: 393-405. 

Moravcsik, Andrew (2004): Is there a ‚Democratic Deficit’ in World Politics? A Framework 
for Analysis, in: Government and Opposition 39 (2): 336-363. 

Peters, Guy B. (1998): Comparative Politics. Theory and Methods, New York: New York 
University Press. 

Rohrschneider, Robert (2002): The Democratic Deficit and Mass Support for an EU-wide 
Government, in: American Journal of Political Science 46: 463-475. 

Taylor, Paul (2008): The End of European Integration. Anti-europeanism examined, 
London/New York: Routledge. 

Tucker, Joshua A./Pacek, Alexander C./Berinsky, Adam J. (2002): Transitional winners and 
losers: attitudes toward EU membership in post-communist countries, in: American 
Journal of Political Science 46: 557-571. 

Weßels, Bernhard (2007): Discontent and European Identity: Three Types of Euroscepticism, 
in: Acta Politica 42: 287-306. 


