
Core Literature for “European Societies and Politics” (Fall semester 2009) 
 
 
September 15: Nation-state and State Formation 
 
Newton, Kenneth/van Deth, Jan (2005): Foundations of Comparative Politics. Democracies of 

the Modern World, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 3-21. 
Poggi, Gianfranco (2008): The nation-state, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), Comparative 

Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 85-107. 
Spruyt, Hendrik (2009): War, Trade, and State Formation, in: Boix, Carles/Stokes, Susan C. 

(eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 211-235. 

 
 
September 22: The Democratic State – And Its Alternatives 
 
Brooker, Paul (2008): Authoritarian Regimes, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), Comparative 

Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 133-155. 
Newton, Kenneth/van Deth, Jan (2005): Foundations of Comparative Politics. Democracies of 

the Modern World, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 22-38. 
Rose, Richard (2009): Democratic and Undemocratic States, in: Haerpfer, Christian 

W./Bernhagen, Patrick/Inglehart, Ronald F./Welzel, Christian, Democratization, 
Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 10-23. 

Welzel, Christian (2009): Theories of Democratization, in: Haerpfer, Christian W./Bernhagen, 
Patrick/Inglehart, Ronald F./Welzel, Christian, Democratization, Oxford/New York: 
Oxford University Press: 74-90. 

 
 
September 29: Political Legitimacy and Theories of Crisis 
 
Beetham, David (2004): Political Legitimacy, in: Nash, Kate/Scott, Alan (eds.), The 

Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology, Malden et al.: Blackwell: 107-116. 
Kaase, Max/Newton, Kenneth (1995): Beliefs in Government. Vol. 5, Oxford/New York: 

Oxford University Press: 17-39. 
Lipset, Seymour Martin (1983 [1959]): Political Man. The Social Bases of Politics, London: 

Heinemann: 64-70. 
 
 
October 6: Value Change and Individual Modernity 
 
Dalton, Russell J. (2004): Democratic Challenges, Democratic Choices. The Erosion of 

Political Support in Advanced Industrial Democracies, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 1-15, 97-110. 

Inglehart, Ronald F. (2008): Changing Values among Western Publics from 1970 to 2006, in: 
West European Politics 31 (1-2): 130-146. 

Welzel, Christian (2009): Individual Modernity, in: Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, Hans-
Dieter (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 185-205. 
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October 13: Electoral Politics and Voting Behavior 
 
Gallagher, Michael/Laver, Michael/Mair, Peter (2006): Representative Government in 

Modern Europe, Boston et al: McGraw Hill: 263-306. 
Manza, Jeff/Brooks, Clem/Sauder, Michael (2005): Money, Participation, and Votes. Social 

Cleavages and Electoral Politics, in: Janoski, Thomas/Alford, Robert/Hicks, 
Alexander/Schwartz, Mildred A. (eds.), The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil 
Societies, and Globalization, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 201-226, 
here only pp. 201-216. 

Newton, Kenneth/van Deth, Jan (2005): Foundations of Comparative Politics. Democracies of 
the Modern World, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 200-220. 

 
 
October 20: Political Parties 
 
Gallagher, Michael/Laver, Michael/Mair, Peter (2006): Representative Government in 

Modern Europe, Boston et al: McGraw Hill: 307-339. 
Mair, Peter (2008): The Challenge to Party Government, in: West European Politics 31 (1-2): 

211-234. 
Schwartz, Mildred A./Lawson, Kay (2005): Political Parties: Social Bases, Organization, and 

Environment, in: Janoski, Thomas/Alford, Robert/Hicks, Alexander/Schwartz, Mildred A. 
(eds.), The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil Societies, and Globalization, 
Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 266-286. 

 
 
October 27: Organized Interest Groups 
 
Granados, Francisco J./Knoke, David (2005): Organized Interest Groups and Policy 

Networks, in: Janoski, Thomas/Alford, Robert/Hicks, Alexander/Schwartz, Mildred A. 
(eds.), The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil Societies, and Globalization, 
Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 287-309. 

Schmitter, Philippe C. (2008): The Changing Politics of Organised Interests, in: West 
European Politics 31 (1-2): 195-210. 

Werner, Timothy/Wilson, Graham K. (2008): Caramani, Daniele (ed.), Comparative Politics, 
Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 348-366. 

 
 
November 3: Political Activism and Protest Politics 
 
Kitschelt, Herbert/Rehm, Philipp (2008): Political Participation, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), 

Comparative Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 445-472. 
Norris, Pippa (2002): Democratic Phoenix. Reinventing Political Activism, Cambridge/New 

York: Cambridge University Press: 19-31. 
Rucht, Dieter (2009): The Spread of Protest Politics, in: Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, Hans-

Dieter (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 708-723. 

Teorell, Jan/Torcal, Mariano/Montero, José Ramón (2007): Political Participation. Mapping 
the Terrain, in: van Deth, Jan/Montero, José Ramón/Westholm, Anders (eds.), Citizenship 
and Involvement in European Democracies. A Comparative Analysis, London/New York: 
Routledge: 334-357. 
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November 10: Social Movements 
 
Koopmans, Ruud (2009): Social Movements, in: Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, Hans-Dieter 

(eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Oxford/New York: Oxford University 
Press: 693-707. 

Kriesi, Hanspeter (2008): Social Movements, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), Comparative 
Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 392-418. 

Tarrow, Sidney/Tilly, Charles (2009): Contentious Politics and Social Movements, in: Boix, 
Carles/Stokes, Susan C. (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics, 
Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 435-460. 

 
 
November 17: Political Communication 
 
Hallin, Daniel C./Mancini, Paolo (2004): Americanization, Globalization, and Secularization. 

Understanding the Convergence of Media Systems and Political Communication, in: Esser, 
Frank/Pfetsch, Barbara (eds.), Comparing Political Communication. Theories, Cases, and 
Challenges, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 25-44. 

McNair, Brian (2007): An Introduction to Political Communication, 4th ed., London/New 
York: Routledge: 15-26. 

Negrine, Ralph (2008): The Transformation of Political Communication. Continuities and 
Changes in Media and Politics, Houndmills et al: Palgrave Macmillan: 143-169 and 195-
204. 

Semetko, Holli A. (2009): Political Communication, in: Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, Hans-
Dieter (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Political Behavior, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 123-143. 

 
 
November 24: The Challenged Welfare State 
 
Ferrera, Maurizo (2008): The European Welfare State: Golden Achievements, Silver 

Prospects, in: West European Politics 31 (1-2): 82-107. 
Hicks, Alexander/Esping-Andersen, Gøsta (2005): Comparative and Historical Studies of 

Public Policy and the Welfare State, in: Janoski, Thomas/Alford, Robert/Hicks, 
Alexander/Schwartz, Mildred A. (eds.), The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil 
Societies, and Globalization, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 509-525. 

van Kersbergen, Kees/Manow, Philip (2008): The welfare state, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), 
Comparative Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 520-545. 

 
 
December 1: The Impact of Globalization 
 
Della Porta, Donatella (2005): Globalizations and Democracy, in: Democratization 12 (5): 

668-685. 
McMichael, Philip (2005): Globalization, in: Janoski, Thomas/Alford, Robert/Hicks, 

Alexander/Schwartz, Mildred A. (eds.), The Handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil 
Societies, and Globalization, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press: 587-606. 

Sørensen, Georg (2008): Globalization and the nation-state, in: Caramani, Daniele (ed.), 
Comparative Politics, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 602-624. 
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December 8: Facing a (New) Crisis? 
 
Dalton, Russell J. (2004): Democratic Challenges, Democratic Choices. The Erosion of 

Political Support in Advanced Industrial Democracies, Oxford/New York: Oxford 
University Press: 191-208. 

Dalton, Russell J./Cain, Bruce E./Scarrow, Susan E. (2008): Democratic Publics and 
Democratic Institutions, in: Cain, Bruce E./Dalton, Russell J./Scarrow, Susan E. (eds.), 
Democracy Transformed? Expanding Political Opportunities in Advanced Industrial 
Democracies, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press: 250-275. 

Goetz, Klaus H. (2008): Governance as a Path to Government, in: West European Politics 31 
(1-2): 258-279. 

 
 
 
------ Further reading (selection) ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Barnes, Samuel H./Kaase, Max et al.. (1979): Political Action. Mass Participation in Five 

Western Democracies, Beverly Hills/London: Sage. 
Berelson, Bernard R./Lazarsfeld, Paul F./McPhee, William N. (1986): Voting. A Study of 

Opinion Formation in a Presidential Campaign, Chicago/London: University of Chicago 
Press. 

Bernhagen. Patrick/Marsh, Michael (2007): Voting and Protesting: Explaining Citizen 
Participation in Old and New European Democracies, in: Democratization 14 (1): 44-72. 

Dalton, Russell J. (2008): Citizen Politics. Public opinion and Political Parties in Advanced 
Industrial Democracies, 5th ed., Washington, D.C.: CQ Press. 

Dalton, Russell J./Klingemann, Hans-Dieter (eds.) (2009): The Oxford Handbook of Political 
Behavior, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 

Dalton, Russell J./Wattenberg, Martin P. (eds.) (2002): Parties without Partisans. Political 
Change in Advanced Industrial Democracies, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 

Easton, David (1965): A Systems Analysis of Political Life, New York et al.: John Wiley & 
Sons. 

Easton, David (1975): A Re-Assessment of the Concept of Political Support, in: British 
Journal of Political Science 5, S. 435-458. 

Esping-Andersen, Gøsta (1990): The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, Oxford: Polity 
Press. 

Faulks, Keith (1999): Political Sociology. A Critical Introduction, New York: New York 
University Press. 

Held, David/McGrew, Anthony (2002): Globalization/Anti-Globalization, Cambridge: Polity 
Press. 

Inglehart, Ronald (1971): The Silent Revolution in Europe. Intergenerational Change in Post-
Industrial Societies, in: American Political Science Review 65, S. 991-1017. 

Inglehart, Ronald/Welzel, Christian (2005): Modernization, Cultural Change, and 
Democracy. The Human Development Sequence, Cambridge/New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Jennings, Kent M./Deth, Jan van et al. (1989): Continuities in Political Action. A 
Longitudinal Study of Political Orientations in Three Western Democracies, Berlin/New 
York: de Gruyter. 

Klingemann, Hans-Dieter (2009): The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems, Oxford/New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

Klingemann, Hans-Dieter/Fuchs, Dieter (eds.) (1995): Citizens and the State. Beliefs in 
Government, Vol. 1, Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 
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Kriesi, Hanspeter et al. (2008): West European Politics in the Age of Globalization, 
Cambridge/New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Lipset, Seymour M./Rokkan, Stein (1967): Party Systems and Voter Alignments: Cross-
National Perspectives, New York: Free Press. 

Lipset, Seymour Martin (1983 [1959]): Political Man. The Social Bases of Politics, London: 
Heinemann. 

Luther, Kurt Richard/Müller-Rommel, Ferdinand (eds.) (2002): Political Parties in the New 
Europe. Political and Analytical Challenges, Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Norris, Pippa (2000): A Virtuous Circle. Political Communications in Postindustrial 
Societies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Norris, Pippa (2002): Democratic Phoenix. Reinventing Political Activism, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.. 

Norris, Pippa (ed.) (1999): Critical Citizens. Global Support for Democratic Governance, 
Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press. 

Norris, Pippa et al. (1999): On Message. Communicating the Campaign, London: Sage. 
Pharr, Susan J./Putnam, Robert D. (eds.) (2000): Disaffected Democracies. What’s Troubling 

the Trilateral Countries?, Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Scholte, Jan Aart (2005): Globalization: A Critical Introduction, 2nd ed., Basingstoke: 

Lagrave Macmillan. 
Torcal, Mariano/Montero, José Ramón (eds.) (2006): Political Disaffection in Contemporary 

Democracies. Social Capital, Institutions, and Politics, London/New York: Routledge. 
Verba, Sidney/Nie, Norman H./Kim, Jae-on (1978): Participation and Political Equality. A 

Seven Nation Comparison, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Verba, Sidney/Schlozman Lehman, Kay /Brady, Henry E. (1995): Voice and Equality. Civic 

Voluntarism and American Politics, Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Weiss, Linda (1998): They Myth of the Powerless State, Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
 
 
 


